Overview Field Activity Collection System (FACS) Log Example
	Topic
	Information

	USGS Activity ID

i.e. YYPRJ## *
	07MEE01

	Other ID (if any)
	

	Organization(s)/ Program(s)
	United States Geological Survey, St. Petersburg, FL, Biological Resources Division / Coastal and Marine Geology Program, NPS and Nova Southeastern University

	Project/Theme
	Decision Support for Coastal Parks, Sanctuaries, and Preserves

	Area of Operation
	Everglades National Park, Florida: shallow marine environment from Hog Key south to Cape Sable.

	Principal Investigator(s)
	Ilsa B. Kuffner - USGS
Kristen M. Hart – USGS

	Information Specialist(s)
	Ilsa B. Kuffner

	Activity Type
	Field surveys of submerged vegetation (seagrass and algae)

	Scientific Purpose/Goals
	The scientific purpose of this field activity was to evaluate three different methods of quantifying submerged vegetation (particularly seagrass) in the turbid, shallow coastal areas of Everglades NP.  We sought to compare the logistical feasibility and the data quality resulting from boat-mounted photographic imagery (the Along Track Reef Imaging System (ATRIS)), acoustics-based surveying (Biosonics), and in situ field surveying. 

	Platform
	M/V Fort Jefferson and small vessels

	Starting Date
	April 9, 2007

	Starting Port/Location
	Flamingo, FL

	Ending Date
	April 15, 2007

	Ending Port/Location
	Flamingo, FL

	Equipment Used
	Along Track Reef Imaging System (ATRIS), Biosonics sonar system (belonging to Nova Southeastern University), and basic field monitoring equipment.

	Information to be Derived (e.g., Grain Size, Depth to Basement)
	Photographic imagery of submerged vegetation from the ATRIS, sonic return signal data from acoustics-based surveying, and percent cover of benthos by seagrass and algae using the Braun-Blanquet quadrat method.

	Summary of Activity and Data Gathered
	ATRIS data were collected in Whitewater Bay, Biosonics data were collected in Ponce de Leon Bay, and percent cover data were collected at 25 sites from Hog key south to Cape Sable.

	Notes (include staff, shop time etc)
	Scientific staff aboard the cruise:

Ilsa Kuffner – USGS

Kristen Hart – USGS

Matt Patterson – NPS

Don Hickey – USGS

Kristi Foster – Nova Southeastern University

Greg Foster - Nova Southeastern University

Marine Operations staff aboard the cruise:

Phil Thompson – USGS

BJ Reynolds - USGS


*The St. Petersburg naming convention is as follows: YYPRJ##, where YY is a 2 digit abbreviation for the calendar year the data were collected, PRJ is a 3 letter acronym for the project, task or theme the data were collected under and ## is a sequential number for each field activity under that PRJ for that calendar year.  If a project already has adopted a standardized unique and meaningful field activity naming convention, there are ways to incorporate it into the system. Please caution against using strictly geographic specific PRJs.  We strongly suggest using topical ones instead, since locations may be revisited for various purposes during a field season.  Arnell Harrison (aharrison@usgs.gov x3111) will coordinate assigning these Field Activity Ids with input from the PIs or project data managers.
