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The coral community south of 25o N is dominated by Agaricia grahamae, A. lamarcki, and Leptoseris cucullata, all platy corals adapted to low light 
environments.  Locally, these corals constitute 30 - 40% live coral cover, compared with less than 1-% on the shallow reefs of the Florida Keys.  Other

members of the coral community include A. undada, A. fragilis, Montastraea cavernosa, Madracis formosa, Oculina varicosa, and Scolymia sp.

In addition to hermatypic corals, a diverse group of algae complete the photosynthetic community.  Dominated by maroon, pink and red 
coralline algae, the substrate also hosts fields of fleshy green alga Anadyomene menziesii, and other green algae including Halimeda discoidea and 

Ventricaria ventricosa.  The brown algae Lobophora variegata and Dictyota sp.  have been observed as well. 
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1 Pomacanthus paru (French Angelfish)
2 Epinephelus morio (Red Grouper)
3 Holacanthus ciliaris (Queen Angelfish)
4 Pristigenys alta (Short Bigeye)
5 Chaetodon sedentarius (Reef Butterfly)
6 Equetus lanceolatus (Jacknife Fish)
7 Holacanthus tricolor (Rock Beauty)
8 Bodianus pulchellas (Spotfin Hogfish)
9 Serranu annularis (Orangeback Bass)
10 Stegastes sp. (Damselfish)
11 Pseudupeneus maculatus (Spotted 
    Goatfish)
12 Apogon pseudomaculatus (Twospot
    Cardinalfish) 

Intertwined Leptoseris cucullata and Agaricia undadaIntertwined Leptoseris cucullata and Agaricia undada Agaricia undataAgaricia undata Montastraea cavernosaMontastraea cavernosa

Agaricia lamarckiAgaricia lamarckiAgaricia lamarcki Agaricia lamarcki (detail)(detail)Agaricia lamarcki Agaricia lamarcki (blue) with (blue) with Agaricia undata Agaricia undata (brownish-purple)(brownish-purple)

Agaricia grahamaeAgaricia grahamaeAgaricia lamarcki Agaricia lamarcki on on Agaricia undataAgaricia undataMadracis mirabilisMadracis mirabilis

Halimeda discoideaHalimeda discoidea

Peyssonnelia sp.Peyssonnelia sp. Peyssonnelia sp.Peyssonnelia sp. Porolithon sp. (pink)Porolithon sp. (pink)

Kallymenia sp.Kallymenia sp.Lobophora variegata overgrowingLobophora variegata overgrowing Agaricia sp.Agaricia sp.Dictyota sp.Dictyota sp.

Ventricaria ventricosaVentricaria ventricosa Anadyomene menziesiiAnadyomene menziesii

The Benthic Community
Typical Pulley Ridge reef pavement of corals and coralline algae.  The surface can vary from hard and well cemented to loose and crunchy, 

similar to accumulations of eggshells and potato chips. Field of view is approximately 0.5 meter.
The fish assemblage is a peculiar mixture of deeper water species expected at this depth and tropical fish more typical

of shallow reefs in the Caribbean. 


